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An official from your embassy is speaking to a journalist from a local
radio station about the role of the press today, with particular reference
to its sphere of influence and to intrusion into the privacy of people in

public life, as well as the media’s objectivity. You have been asked to

interpret at the meeting. The local journalist will start.

A = journalist B = Director of the British Counci
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B: | think you exaggerate. // People who are interested in world affairs
want more than just the headlines, they want the background
information. // Only in the press you get the whole picture, a full
analysis. //
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B: You really cannot compare the value of a serious newspaper to the
headlines on the radio or t.v. .// what you are saying might be true to
some extent but you cannot generalize. //
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B: no one can deny the fact that many newspapers are kind of biased and
not fully objective, //but this applies too to the other media sources
including news t.v channels and radio stations. // That’s actually normal
and expected. // At the end, it’s the receivers role to look for the
information from the different sources and then form his or her own
opinion about it. //And let us not forget that we do have reliable press
sources known for objectivity and accuracy in reporting the events.//
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B: yes that’s true. All three kinds of media; audio,visual and written are
subject to the misuse of governments.// But | suppose visual media can
be most misused since it contains visual aids; pictures and videos that
can be fabricated | mean. //Not to mention that such things once seen it
becomes difficult to erase them from the peoples’ minds. While audio

and written information are more likely to be forgotten after a while,

ball e e glaa o J sanll dadh i) aldl o) 5l 8 Galil) (e LSH () gLdai) (sl Ul
[/93) 3Y) dua gad sang (518 Ala muans e ff ASl) Cluadill dpad il

B: A bill is unnecessary; we have solved such problems in the past and
will continue to do so in the future through responsible attitudes. //

Freedom of the press must be defended and secured. //
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B: Not all newspapers work in the same way. // Quality newspapers will
only give details of someone’s private life only if they think it is

relevant for the public to know. //
138 Jiag aldl) Gall agd o) afias Ja 5

B: well, | think sometimes it is necessary.// People have the right to have
an access to the information that has an effect on their lives, even if it’s
considered to be private information; // transparency is needed.// By
saying this of course | do not mean yellow journalism that many times
crosses the red line, stalks people and spies on them //
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B: it was a delight. Thank you very much.



