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A Member of your country’s parliament, with close links to the Trades
Union Congress (TUC), is on a fact-finding mission in the local capital.
He is to be interviewed by a local journalist about the role of trade
unions and of the TUC nowadays in your country. You have been
informed that the local journalist holds the view that trade unions are
now marginalised but that the MP feels that the TUC has an important
role to play. The MP also knows that the unions have worries about
initiatives involving private and public finance. You have been asked to
interpret at the interview. The local journalist will start.

A = local journalist B = Member of Parliament
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B: No, | don't think so. I think that the relationship between the TUC and
the Government has changed in one way or another, but it’s still
there. // Unions have a fundamental role to play and union leaders
are regularly consulted by the Cabinet. //
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B: There have been a number of changes, of course, but I believe they
are changes for the better. // Union leaders put forward matters of
concern to their members, but such problems can be resolved
without strike action. // these unions represent a large proportion
of the society and their voice must be heard.
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B: | think workers in the public sector, particularly hospitals and
schools, realised that some very radical changes were necessary,//
especially in light of the current changes the country is going
through.
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B: | believe you cannot link the railways to the building of new hospitals
and schools. // These are quite separate issues// if one initiative fails it
does not mean that other schemes should be abandoned //
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B: the government is trying its best to provide the best quality services
with the best prices.// Privetalization opens the door to expanding
services and it also increases competition between the providers
which ultimately leads to less prices //
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B: my pleasure.



