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An official from the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (MAFF)
in your country is on a fact-finding mission and is meeting a local
counterpart to discuss the current problems facing the farming industry
in many different countries. The discussion may include problems of
animal diseases, genetically modified food etc. You have been asked to
interpret at a meeting. local official will start.

A = local official B = British official
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B: There are always problems, of course, but the last few years
have been particularly difficult for the farmers. || However, the
Government has done everything possible to help the industry

and to provide compensation. Il
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B: You've mentioned a lot of problems in a few sentences; if we
look at each of them individually, we might be able to see what
still needs to be done. Il I've already mentioned our efforts to help
the farmers;// genetically modified foods are more of an
international problem. Il Some form of international agreement

would be necessary in this area. Il
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B: There are a couple of different aspects here: first of all you
have to educate the consumers on organic food. Il Secondly,
the retail trade has to conform to standards of labelling. Il We've
found that a gradual approach is successful and the supermarkets
are keeping the Government informed of the trends appearing. Il
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B: Clearly the our Government would consider any EU rules very
seriously and would take the appropriate action where

necessary.//



